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Factors Affecting the Convergence and Divergence of Defense-Security
Agreements in Islamic Countries of West Asia (Resistance Front)

Mohammad Ali Nazari*',
Bahareh Sazmand”,
Mahmood Reza Mahmoodpanahi",

Zahra Poorjabari*

Abstract

Over the past few decades, the formation and adherence to defense and security pacts
among the Islamic countries of West Asia has been one of the most important strategic
and security issues. Although these countries have many differences in their political,
economic, and cultural structures, the convergence and divergence of defense and
security pacts in this region is recognized as a major challenge. This article uses
analytical methods, including textual content analysis of scientific articles and reports,
as well as quantitative and qualitative data related to defense and security pacts, to
answer the question of what factors influence the convergence and divergence of
defense and security pacts in West Asia. The article uses the framework of Buzan's
theory of regional security. The research findings indicate that geographical factors, the
anarchy of the region, multiple polarizations, historical heritage, and political,
economic, cultural, and ideological factors have influenced the convergence and
divergence of defense and security pacts in the Islamic countries of West Asia.
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Buzan Theory, Resistance Front.
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Developments in the Official Political Discourse in Safavid Iran: The
Political Action of the Safavid Sultan and the Displacement of Sufism and
Jurisprudence

Amin Noakhti Moghadam*",

Seyyed Mohammadvahab Nazarian"
Abstract

This study examines developments in political discourse in Safavid Iran, focusing
on differences and changes in Sufi and jurisprudential positions. Considering the
Safavid Sufi background and the long-standing conflict between jurists and Sufis, the
expansion of the influence of Shiite jurists and the strengthening of their social and
political position in Iran seems paradoxical. The study's main question is: What effect
did the establishment of the Safavid state have on the discourse of jurisprudence? The
research method is based on Laclau and Mouffe's discourse theory. The main finding is
that the monarchy discourse remained dominant, with no fundamental change
occurring; rather, there was merely a shift in elements between Sufi and jurisprudential
within the monarchy discourse. This change strengthened the position of jurisprudence
compared to Sufism in the construction of political power under the monarchy, rather
than strengthening the monarchy itself.

Keywords:
Safavids, discourse of monarchy, Sufism, jurisprudence, Shiism.
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The Impact of Islamic Identity on Contemporary Turkish Middle
Eastern Foreign Policy

Hassan Jafarzadeh’,
Benjamin Taheri*",
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Abstract

This study examines the impact of Islamic identity on Turkey's new foreign policy
discourse. The study's main hypothesis is that, under the influence of the Justice and
Development Party, Islamic identity plays a key role in shaping Turkey’s foreign policy
approaches in the Middle East. The central question is: How does Islamic identity affect
Turkey’s foreign policy orientations in the region? Theoretically, the study relies on an
identity constructivist approach, considering Islamic identity a constructed, dynamic
phenomenon shaped by the discourse and symbolic actions of political elites that helps
redefine Turkey’s foreign policy interests and priorities. Inspired by the Fairclough
framework, critical discourse analysis is used to examine how Islamic concepts are
institutionalized in foreign policy. Within this framework, Islamic discourse is
considered a tool for domestic legitimization and for strengthening Turkey’s position in
the Islamic world internationally. This qualitative study is based on the analysis of
historical sources, previous studies, and interviews with Turkish foreign policy experts.
Data were collected through a review of official documents and scientific articles, as
well as an analysis of politicians' discourse. The results demonstrate that, particularly
during the Justice and Development Party era, Islamic identity has strengthened critical
approaches toward the West, emphasized strategic independence, and increased
Turkey's influence in the Islamic world. Ultimately, the research concludes that Islamic
identity plays a pivotal role in the development of Turkish foreign policy in the Middle
East as one of the effective elements.
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Scenarios for the Political Future of Yemen's Ansar Allah
Until Y£)¢ (Y+Y0)
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Abstract

The aim of this research was to identify the drivers and draw scenarios for the
political future of the Yemeni Ansar Allah movement until Y€)¢ AH. The research
method employed a developmental approach with a structural and mixed futures
research focus. First, the PESTEL method was used to identify effective drivers in the
political, economic, military, cultural, and international dimensions. Then, an expert
panel used the Mi'kMaq software to extract Y+ key drivers and analyze the network of
relationships between them. The results revealed that Yemen and Ansar Allah's future
is dynamic yet unstable, with most variables having simultaneous effects and
dependencies. Based on the output of the Scenario Wizard software, four possible
scenarios for the future of Ansar Allah were developed: "stabilization of resistance and
formation of a comprehensive government," "erosive and unstable resistance," "limited
reconciliation and dual government," and "failure of resistance and internal collapse."
The first scenario was assessed as the most likely and desirable outcome for the Axis of
Resistance and the Islamic Republic of Iran. These findings suggest that understanding
the interaction between the drivers and employing futures research methods can inform
Iran's strategic and proactive policymaking regarding developments in Yemen.
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Unconventional Energy Sources and the New Energy Security Paradigm

Seyyed Mahdi Madani Al-Khansari* ',
Mohammad Sadeq Jokar"

Abstract

Fossil energy has been the driving force behind the development of states, and the
concentration of these resources in specific areas (energy ellipses) has been associated
with the theories of the "end of o0il" and "peak production." Therefore, as the importance
of oil in the development of great powers has increased, so has access to, presence in,
and dominance over rich regions. Thus, we can speak of a paradigm in which the
concept of energy security is related to the keywords "early end of energy," "maximum
need for it," and "dominance over rich regions." However, new developments in fossil
energy, such as the exploration and commercialization of oil and shale gas resources,
have cast doubt on these two issues. In other words, the issues of distribution and
production sustainability have seriously changed with the commercialization of these
resources. This research asks: What changes have the foundations of energy security
faced given the fundamental changes in the identification, production, and export of
unconventional resources in the United States? This article hypothesizes that the
commercialization of shale oil and gas resources in the United States has fundamentally
changed the concept of energy security, including the idea of the end of oil and peak
production, and that the world has entered a new paradigm in light of these
developments. Using Cohen's paradigm theory, this article attempts to explain the
emergence of a new energy security paradigm with its new keywords.

Keywords:
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Commercialization.
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Regional Norms and International Custom in Eastern Europe: A
Legal Analysis of the Russian Federation's Territorial Claims to Ukraine
(Case Study: Crimea and Eastern Ukraine)
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Abstract

The paper's focus is on the role of regional norms and international custom in Eastern
Europe in the assessment of the legitimacy of the Russian Federation's territorial claims
to Ukraine. The central question is whether regional states' and institutions' behavioral
patterns have created a customary rule providing a legal basis for changing borders. The
research is based on a theoretical framework that analyzes two fundamental elements of
international custom: the behavior of states and the legal belief in its binding nature.
These elements are examined in connection with regional and global reactions. The
descriptive-analytical research method is based on a documentary analysis of ICJ
opinions, UN resolutions, government statements, and doctrinal works. The findings
reveal that, while some recurring behavioral patterns are evident at the regional level, a
lack of effective consensus and widespread opposition from the international
community have prevented these behaviors from evolving into binding customary rules.
The article concludes by suggesting the development of legal and institutional
mechanisms at regional and global levels to strengthen the policy of nonrecognition and
counter forced annexations.
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